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 The Opening Worship Service 
Wednesday, September 6, 2023 

10:30 a.m. 
The Reverend Gloria A. Hall, Worship Leader 

Presiding Elder of the West Birmingham-Ensley-Greensboro District 
President of the Presiding Elders Council 

 
THE MOMENT OF REVERENCE                    
THE PROCESSIONAL  
 

 “Glad to Be in the Service” 
Glad to be in the service,  
Glad to be in the service, 

Glad to be in the service one more time. 
He didn't have to let me live, 
He didn't have to let me live, 

Live to be in the service one more time. 
         

THE DOXOLOGY                           Choir and Congregation 
Hymn #647 [Tune: Old 100] 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP              The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling 

                                                                                                        
Minister:  I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord, our feet 

shall stand within Your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 
People:  For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand, I had rather be a doorkeeper 

in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
 
Minister:  Because of the house of the Lord, our God, I will seek Your good. 
 
People:  Those that be planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister:  Blessed are they that dwell in Your house Lord, I have loved Your habitation, the 

place where Your honor dwells. 
 
People:  For the Lord is in His Holy Temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your 

sight. O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. 
 
People:  O sing unto the Lord a new song for He has done marvelous things.  

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth and sing praises. 
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THE OPENING PRAISE                      The Reverend Dr. T. Eric Nathan  

                                                                                                               
                                            

Hymn #304 [Tune: ST. THOMAS SM] 
“And Are We Yet Alive” 

And are we yet alive, and see each other’s face? 
Glory and praise to Jesus give, for His redeeming grace! 

 
Preserved by power divine; to full salvation here, 

Again in Jesus’ praise we join; and in His sight appear. 
 

What troubles have we seen, what conflicts have we passed, 
Fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled last. 

 
But out of all the Lord, hath brought us by His love; 

And still He doth His help afford, and hides our life above. 
 

Then let us make our boast, of His redeeming power, 
Which saves us to the uttermost, till we can sin no more. 

 
Let us take up the cross, till we the crown obtain; 

And gladly reckon all things loss, so we may Jesus gain. 
 

THE INVOCATION                                                                 The Reverend Sharon Hearns  
                                                                                                                       

THE CHORAL RESPONSE                                                       Choir and Congregation  
 

Hymn # 307 
“Sweet Hour of Prayer” 

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! 
That calls me from a world of care, 
And bids me at my Father’s throne 

Make all my wants and wishes known; 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
My soul has often found relief, 

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare 
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

 
 
 
THE WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC                                                Conference Choir 
 
 
THE SCRIPTURE READING        The Reverend Brian K. Blackwell 
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THE PREFACE TO THE DECALOGUE 
 
 

Hymn #69 [Tune: Woodworth] 
“From All That Dwell” 

From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land by every tongue. 

 
 
THE DECALOGUE (SUMMARY)                           The Reverend Lasagne Smith  

                                                                                                           
 Hear what Christ our Savior says, “You shall love the Lord Your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great 
and first commandment.  The second is like unto it.  You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments  
hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 
THE GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, Amen.   
 

THE LITANY      The Reverend Wm. Jermaine Richardson 
 

The Northwest Alabama Annual Conference Litany 
Written by Barbara Johnson, Editor 

and the St. John AMEN Newsletter Staff, Huntsville, Alabama 
 

A Litany for the Restoration of the People’s Rights 
 

Leader:   Oh Lord, our God, we pray for the restoration of the rights guaranteed the 
people of this country, when this nation was founded, and our democracy was 
formed.  

 
People:  Oh Lord, hear our prayer. The rights of the people have come under siege. But we know 

God is still in control. 
 
Leader:  We pray for all nations, that we may live in unity, peace, and concord; and that 

all people may know justice and enjoy the freedoms that only God can give. 
 

People:   God of liberty and freedom, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader:  Oh Lord, our God, we pray prayers of comfort for the families of those whose 

rights to be secure in their houses, in their persons, papers and effects against 
unreasonable searches and seizures have been violently violated.  We say their 
names! Breonna Taylor, Sandra Bland, Jordan Edwards, Daunte Wright, Andre 
Hill, Elijah McCain, George Floyd, Philando Castile, Botham Jean, Ahmaud 
Arbery, and countless others.  
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People:   God of eternal life and resurrecting love, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Lord of justice and mercy, we cry out to you to intercede on our behalf to 

protect the hard-fought rights to cast our ballots for the candidates of our 
choice as oppressive strategies have been initiated to prevent us from doing so. 

 
People:  “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 

night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you; he will see that they get justice, and 
quickly.” (Luke 18:7-8) 

 
Leader:  Lord, God of the ancestors, we are thankful that the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, was birthed out of radical disobedience for such a time as 
this. A time when facts are preceded by the adjective, “alternative;” and wrong 
doings seem to go unchallenged. Some would have us believe that what we 
saw with our very own eyes was just an illusion.  

 
People:  God of our fathers, we will continue to pray that all will know the truth, and the truth 

will set us free. (John 8:32) 
 
Leader:  “Oh Lord, as your people, we continue to stand on your promise that you are 

in control. It is the promise that you are our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea. (Psalm 46:1-2) We 
will continue to put our trust in you. 

 
All:        God of outreach and restoration, we pray that the rights of the people will be 

restored. We are a resilient people and will continue to worship, serve, and 
spread the word of God. 

 
 
THE MISSION OFFERING  
 
THE WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC      
 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE BISHOP                     The Reverend Dwight E. Dillard 
                                                                                                                                               Presiding Elder, 

Birmingham-Florence-Tuscaloosa District 
 
 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE PREACHER      Bishop Harry L. Seawright 

                                                                                                                           Presiding Prelate of the  
9th Episcopal District 
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THE SERMONIC HYMN                                 The Reverend Maurice Wright, II 

                                                                                                             
Hymn #361 

“There Are Some Things” 
(Yes, God Is Real) 

There are some things I may not know, 
There are some places I can’t go,  

But I am sure of this one thing that God is real 
For I can feel Him deep within. 

 
Refrain 

Yes, God is real, real in my soul, 
Yes, God is real for He has a washed 
and made me whole; His love for me 

is like pure gold, Yes, God is real 
for I can feel Him in my soul. 

 
Some folks may doubt, some folks may scorn, 

All can desert and leave me alone. 
But as for me I'll take God's part, 

For God is real and I can feel 
Him in my heart. 

Refrain 
 

I cannot tell just how you felt 
When Jesus took your sins away, 

But since that day, yes, since that hour 
God has been real for I can feel 

His holy power. 
Refrain 

 
THE ANNUAL SERMON             The Reverend LaChaune Nicole Slater 

                                                                                                        Pastor, Payne Chapel  
African Methodist Episcopal Church,  

Birmingham, AL 
 

THE INVITATION TO                               The Reverend Dr. Jacqueline Long 
CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                                                                        

 
Hymn #355  

 African American Heritage Hymnal 
“We Offer Christ” 

We offer Christ to you, oh, my brother, 
We offer Christ to you, oh, my sister. 

He will give you brand new life through life abundantly; 
Oh come, come on to Christ. 

 
 
 



 

7 | P a g e  
 

 
THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT                                                Bishop Harry L. Seawright 
OF VISITORS  
 
 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                     The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling 
                                                                                                                                               
 
                                                                                                
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                     The Reverend Errol Brantley  

                                                                                                                        
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
son our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead; and buried. The third day he arose from the dead, he 
ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Church Universal, 
the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE BENEDICTION                                                                          The Reverend LaChaune Nicole Slater  
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      The Reverend LaChaune Nicole Slater 
Pastor, 

Payne Chapel  
African Methodist Episcopal Church,  

Birmingham, AL  
 
 
 
 
 

 
“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

~1 Corinthians 15:57 
 
Reverend LaChaune Nicole Slater is a native of the Magic City - Birmingham, Alabama.  
Blessed with a servant’s heart, Nicole is an ordained minister serving as Lead Pastor at 
Payne Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Birmingham. 
 
With 15 years of experience in the death care industry at Davenport & Harris Funeral 
Homes, Inc., Nicole is credentialed with the International Conference of Funeral 
Service, and is a Licensed Funeral Director, Cremationist, and Pre-Need Salesperson. 
Additionally, she is a Certified Funeral Service General Manager (CFSGM). 
 
Driven by service and making a difference, Nicole volunteers with several civic 
organizations, and is a distinguished member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She 
also serves as a member of the Board of Directors for F.I.R.E., Inc. and Davenport & 
Harris Funeral Homes, Inc. She received the Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration from Miles College, and the Master of Divinity degree from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.  
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